significance; the majority were read in French, the remainder in English, and the translation to form a wholly English text is creditable.
The first section is concerned primarily with experimental work on the electrical activity of animals during hypoxia and anoxia. Later papers relate to man, and some of them discuss only circulatory mechanisms and pathological changes, without direct reference to the EEG. The remaining sections are devoted to the human EEG, either as it is altered in vascular or pulmonary disease and, for example, during acceleration, or as it may be utilized as a diagnostic test in conjunction with carotid compression, ocular compression, or nitrogen breathing, or again as it can be used as a monitor during open heart surgery.
The book is such a mine of information (and references) on these important topics that most EEG laboratories will wish to have it. It is doubly unfortunate that there has been no condensation of the papers and that no index is provided. The weight of the volume is commensurate with its price. This book concerns skin eruptions which are produced in some people by drugs and other foreign substances. These 'fixed' eruptions are confined to particular surface areas on which they recur whenever the individual is exposed to the drug. Drugs which can give rise to fixed eruptions include antipyretics; phenolphthalein andrelated compounds; drugs formerly used for treating syphilis; depressants of the central nervous system including tranquillizers; anti-infective drugs including antimalarials and anthelminthics; drugs which affect the autonomic nervous and cardiovascular systems; also a variety of other substances. In this book, each class of drug is described and structural formulb are given before extracts or summaries are given of papers in which fixed eruptions caused by the drugs are described. So much detail about each drug seems to be rather unnecessary in a book of this type which is therefore much bigger than it need be. Altogether, the book is toobigforthe subjectofwhichittreats, largelybecause of irrelevant pharmacological and chemical information. In contrast, too little is given in the way of classifying the kinds of eruption that can occur. Practically nothing is said about hypotheses on why these eruptions occur in the way that they do; it is, therefore, difficult to see to whom this book is addressed. Presumably it is meant to be read by dermatologists, but they may well be irritated by the mass of irrelevant pharmacological information.
The Spinal Cord Basic Aspects and Surgical Considerations by George Austin MD pp xiv+532 illustrated £10 12sOd Springfield, Ml.: Charles C Thonmas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific-Publications 1961 There has been a gap in the neurological literature since Elsberg's 'Surgical Diseases of the Spinal Cord' (1941) went out of print. This new book goes a long way towards filling it. The author has emphasized in the subtitle that he is concerned with 'basic aspects', and there is a further limitation to 'the surgical problems of the adult', but not to the entire exclusion of congenital abnormalities.
The subjects have been carefully chosen to cover a wide field and the chapters on trauma and tumours are particularly valuable. There is an excellent section on spinal radiology. Unfortunately, the anatomical section has been written from a morphological rather than a clinical and functional point of view. The minute anatomy of the nuclei of the cord is considered in great detail, but the functional anatomy of the y-efferent fibres and descending reticular formation receives scant attention.
The book is more valuable for general reading than as a work of reference, on account of the singular lack of cross-references in the index, which is little more than a catalogue of the subject matter. It will be of interest to a wide audience, and welcomed by those in training in neurosurgery and other fields.
Genetics and Ophthalmology Vol 1 by P J Waardenburg MDw, A Franceschetti m and D Klein mi pp xii+992 illustrated £13 lOs Od Assen, The Netherlands: Royal VanGorcum Publishers Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961 Genetics in ophthalmology has been tackled on the grand scale. The first 200 pages are devoted to a discussion of the principles underlying the study of genetics in general. A historical introduction is followed by a section on terminology and basic facts. Hereditary mechanisms are lucidly explained and statistical and biometric methods described. This non-ophthalmological introduction is an excellent summary of present knowledge.
Each structure is taken in turn andthe literature condensed. In this volume eyebrows and eyelids, con,unctiva, lacrimal apparatus, orbit, extraocular
